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Academic Positions 
Assistant Professor, University of Missouri – St. Louis, 2005-present. 

 

Mentoring Faculty-in-Residence, Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models Summer Institute, Duke 

University, Summer 2008. 

 

Degrees 
Ph.D. in Political Science, University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, 2005. 

 

M.A. in Political Science, University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, 2001. 

 

B.A. in Political Science, History, Medieval Studies (minor), SUNY – Geneseo, 1999. 

 

Additional Training 
Coursework in Game Theory and Advanced Empirical Methods, Empirical Implications of Theoretical 

Models Fellowship, Columbia University, 2003-2004. 

 

Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models Summer Institute, CBRSS, Harvard University, Summer  

2002. 

 

Research & Teaching Interests 
American Politics: Congress, Political Communication, Legislative Institutions, Voting, and Elections. 

Political Methodology: Maximum Likelihood Estimation, Game Theory, Survival Analysis, Structural 

Equation Modeling, and Multilevel Modeling. 

 

Awards & Grants 
UMSL Small Grants, 2006-2008. 

National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, 2003-2004. 

National Science Foundation Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models Fellowship, Columbia  

University, 2003-2004. 

Earl C. Wallace Award for Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching, 2003. 

American Politics Research Group Summer Research Fellowship 2000-2002. 

 

Publications 
“A Simple Model of Legislator and News Media Interaction,” forthcoming, Journal of Theoretical 

Politics. 

 

“The Effects of Media Interpretation for Citizen Evaluations of Politicians’ Messages” (w/Jennifer Wolak), 

forthcoming, American Politics Research. 

 

“The Strategy of the Story: Media Monitoring Legislative Activity,” 2008, Legislative Studies Quarterly, 

(August). 
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“Determining Economic News Coverage,” 2005, International Journal of Public Opinion Research Vol. 

17, No. 2 (Summer), 149-172. 

 

“Issue Attitudes and Survey Continuity across Interview Mode in the 2000 NES,” 2005, (w/Nathan Kelly 

and H. Whitt Kilburn) Political Analysis Vol. 13, No. 1 (Winter), 95-108. 

 

“Measuring Gay and Lesbian Group Affect,” 2005, (w/Gregory Pettis) Journal of Homosexuality Vol. 49, 

Issue 2, 145-156. 

 

“Presidential Campaigning in the 2002 Congressional Elections,” 2004, (w/Luke Keele and James  

Stimson) PS: Political Science and Politics Vol. XXXVII, No. 4 (October), 827-832. 

 

Papers Under Review 
“The (Somewhat) Idiosyncratic Nature of Local News Media Issue Coverage of House Members” 

 

“Who Says What? Local Newspapers, House Members, and Source Information”  

 

 

Working Papers 
“Scandals, News Coverage, Candidate Speech, and the 2006 Congressional Elections” 

 

“Event Count Models Using Media Data” (w/Luke Keele) 

 

“The Role of Tolerance in Candidate Evaluations” (w/Greg Pettis, Stephen Moore, Pam Conover) 

 

“A Model of Constraints on Sincere Voting Among Lower Appellate Court Judges” (w/Andrea McAtee) 

 

Conference Presentations 
“Scandals, News Coverage, Candidate Speech, and the 2006 Congressional Elections,” presented at the 

2008 annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“Who Says What? Local Newspapers, House Members, and Source Information,” presented at the 2008 

annual meeting of the Southwestern Political Science Association, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

“Who Says What? Local Newspapers, House Members, and Source Information,” presented at the 2007 

annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“Who Says What? Local Newspapers, House Members, and Source Information,” presented at the 2007 

annual meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

“The (Somewhat) Idiosyncratic Nature of Local News Media Issue Coverage of House Members,” 

presented at the 2006 annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

“Local News Media Issue Coverage of House Members,” presented at the 2006 annual meeting of the 

Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“Revealing Secrets in a Model of a Constrained Legislator” presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

American Political Science Association, September 2004, Chicago, Illinois. 
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“Out-of-Step: Local News Media Coverage of House Representatives” presented at the Annual Meeting 

of the American Political Science Association, September 2003, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

 

“The Process Revealed: News Media, Legislators and Constituents Connections, Interactions and 

Communications” EITM poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science 

Association, April 2003, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“A Model of Constraints on Sincere Voting Among Lower Appellate Court Judges” (w/Andrea McAtee) 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 2003, Chicago, 

Illinois. 

 

“Out-of-Step: Local News Media Coverage of House Representatives” presented at the Annual Meeting 

of the Southern Political Science Association, November 2002, Savannah, Georgia. 

 

“The Measurement of Political Issue Belief Systems Across Survey Modes” (w/Nathan Kelly and Whitt 

Kilburn) presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, November 2002, 

Savannah, Georgia. 

 

“Revising Candidate Evaluation Models: The Roles of Democratic Norms and Liberal Values” (w/Greg 

Pettis, Stephen Moore, Pamela Johnston Conover) poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

American Political Science Association, September 2002, Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

“The Persuasiveness of Policy Arguments” (w/Jennifer Wolak) presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

Midwest Political Science Association, April 2002, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“Revising Candidate Evaluation Models: The Roles of Democratic Norms and Liberal Values” (w/Greg 

Pettis, Stephen Moore, Pamela Johnston Conover) presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest 

Political Science Association, April 2002, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

“The Strategy of the Story: Media Monitoring Legislative Activity” presented at the Annual Meeting of 

the American Political Science Association, September 2001, San Francisco, California. 

 

“Legislators and Journalists as Strategic Actors in the Newsmaking Process” presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 2001, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

 

Conference Activity 

Chair & Discussant, Formal Modeling panel “The Media” at 2007 MPSA.  

Chair & Discussant, Politics of Communication Media panel “Framing” at 2007 WPSA. 

 

 

Teaching Experience 
At UMSL: 

Graduate – Maximum Likelihood Estimation; Game Theory 

Undergraduate – Congressional Politics; Political Analysis; Game Theory; Senior Seminar: The Fourth  

Branch of Government; Introduction to American Politics 

 

At UNC: 

Undergraduate – Introduction to American Politics; Public Opinion and Political Participation. 
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Professional Activity 
Committee Member, 2006 Doris Graber Political Communication Book Award  

American Political Science Association, member 

Midwest Political Science Association, member 

Western Political Science Association, member 

Reviewer, Congressional Quarterly Press, Journal of Politics, McGraw-Hill, Mass Communication & 

Society, Political Analysis, Political Psychology, Political Research Quarterly, Wiley-Blackwell 

Publishing  

 

Department Service 

Undergraduate Committee: 2005-2008 

Political Methodology Comprehensive Exam Committee: 2006-2008 

American Politics Comprehensive Exam Committee: 2007 
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